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United States Code, while away from the 
home or regular place of business of the 
member in the performance of the duties of 
the Council. 
SEC. 105. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this title $2,000,000 for each of the 
7 fiscal years after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 
SEC. 106. TERMINATION OF COUNCIL. 

The Council shall terminate 8 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

Subtitle B—National Office of Drought 
Preparedness 

SEC. 111. ESTABLISHMENT. 
The Secretary shall establish an office to 

be known as the ‘‘National Office of Drought 
Preparedness’’, which shall be under the ju-
risdiction of the Under Secretary, to provide 
assistance to the Council in carrying out 
this title. 
SEC. 112. DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE. 

(a) APPOINTMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall 

appoint a Director of the Office under sec-
tions 3371 through 3375 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Director shall be 
a person who has experience in— 

(A) public administration; and 
(B) drought mitigation or drought manage-

ment. 
(b) POWERS.—The Director may hire such 

other additional personnel or contract for 
services with other entities as necessary to 
carry out the duties of the Office. 
SEC. 113. OFFICE STAFF. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office shall have at 
least 5 full-time staff, including the detailees 
detailed under subsection (b)(1). 

(b) DETAILEES.— 
(1) REQUIRED DETAILEES.—There shall be 

detailed to the Office, on a nonreimbursable 
basis— 

(A) by the Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, 1 employee of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
with expertise in emergency planning; 

(B) by the Secretary of Commerce, 1 em-
ployee of the Department of Commerce with 
experience in drought monitoring; 

(C) by the Secretary of the Interior, 1 em-
ployee of the Bureau of Reclamation with ex-
perience in water planning; and 

(D) by the Secretary of the Army, 1 em-
ployee of the Army Corps of Engineers with 
experience in water planning. 

(2) ADDITIONAL DETAILEES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any em-

ployees detailed under paragraph (1), any 
other employees of the Federal Government 
may be detailed to the Office. 

(B) REIMBURSEMENT.—An employee de-
tailed under subparagraph (A) shall be de-
tailed without reimbursement, unless the 
Secretary, on the recommendation of the Di-
rector, determines that reimbursement is ap-
propriate. 

(3) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—The detail of an 
employee under paragraph (1) or (2) shall be 
without interruption or loss of civil service 
status or privilege. 

Subtitle C—Drought Preparedness Plans 
SEC. 121. DROUGHT ASSISTANCE FUND. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a fund 
to be known as the ‘‘Drought Assistance 
Fund’’. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The Fund shall be used to 
pay the costs of— 

(1) providing technical and financial assist-
ance (including grants and cooperative as-
sistance) to States, Indian tribes, local gov-
ernments, watershed groups, and critical 
service providers for the development and 

implementation of drought preparedness 
plans under sections 123 through 125; 

(2) providing to States, Indian tribes, local 
governments, watershed groups, and critical 
service providers the Federal share, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, in consultation with 
the other members of the Council, of the cost 
of mitigating the overall risk and impacts of 
droughts; 

(3) assisting States, Indian tribes, local 
governments, watershed groups, and critical 
service providers in the development of miti-
gation measures to address environmental, 
economic, and human health and safety 
issues relating to drought; 

(4) expanding the technology transfer of 
drought and water conservation strategies 
and innovative water supply techniques; 

(5) developing post-drought evaluations 
and recommendations; and 

(6) supplementing, if necessary, the costs 
of implementing actions under section 
102(a)(4). 

(c) GUIDELINES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-

sultation with the non-Federal co-chair and 
with the concurrence of the Council, shall 
promulgate guidelines to implement this 
section. 

(2) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—The guide-
lines shall— 

(A) ensure the distribution of amounts 
from the Fund within a reasonable period of 
time; 

(B) take into consideration regional dif-
ferences; 

(C) take into consideration all impacts of 
drought in a balanced manner; 

(D) prohibit the use of amounts from the 
Fund for Federal salaries that are not di-
rectly related to the provision of drought as-
sistance; 

(E) require that amounts from the Fund 
provided to States, local governments, wa-
tershed groups, and critical service providers 
under subsection (b)(1) be coordinated with 
and managed by the State in which the local 
governments, watershed groups, or critical 
service providers are located, consistent with 
the drought preparedness priorities and rel-
evant water management plans in the State; 

(F) require that amounts from the Fund 
provided to Indian tribes under subsection 
(b)(1) be used to implement plans that are, to 
the maximum extent practicable— 

(i) coordinated with any State in which 
land of the Indian tribe is located; and 

(ii) consistent with existing drought pre-
paredness and water management plans of 
the State; and 

(G) require that a State, Indian tribe, local 
government, watershed group, or critical 
service provider that receives Federal funds 
under paragraph (2) or (3) of subsection (b) 
pay, using amounts made available through 
non-Federal grants, cash donations made by 
non-Federal persons or entities, or any other 
non-Federal funds, not less than 25 percent 
of the total cost of carrying out a project for 
which Federal funds are provided under this 
Act. 

(3) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO 
INTERSTATE WATERSHEDS.— 

(A) DEVELOPMENT OF DROUGHT PREPARED-
NESS PLANS.—The guidelines promulgated 
under paragraph (1) shall require that, to re-
ceive financial assistance under subsection 
(b)(1) for the development of drought pre-
paredness plans for interstate watersheds, 
the States or Indian tribes in which the 
interstate watershed is located shall— 

(i) cooperate in the development of the 
plan; and 

(ii) in developing the plan— 
(I) ensure that the plan is consistent with 

any applicable State and tribal water laws, 
policies, and agreements; 

(II) ensure that the plan is consistent and 
coordinated with any interstate stream com-
pacts; 

(III) include the participation of any ap-
propriate watershed groups; and 

(IV) recognize that while implementation 
of the plan will involve further coordination 
among the appropriate States and Indian 
tribes, each State and Indian tribe has sole 
jurisdiction over implementation of the por-
tion of the watershed within the State or 
tribal boundaries. 

(B) IMPLEMENTATION OF DROUGHT PRE-
PAREDNESS PLANS.—The guidelines promul-
gated under paragraph (1) shall require that, 
to receive financial assistance under sub-
section (b)(1) for the implementation of 
drought preparedness plans for interstate 
watersheds, the States or Indian tribes in 
which the interstate watershed is located 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable— 

(i) cooperate in implementing the plan; 
(ii) in implementing the plan— 
(I) provide that the distribution of funds to 

all States and Indian tribes in which the wa-
tershed is located is not required; and 

(II) consider the level of impact within the 
watershed on the affected States or Indian 
tribes; and 

(iii) ensure that implementation of the 
plan does not interfere with State water 
rights in existence on the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Fund such sums as are necessary to 
carry out subsection (b). 
SEC. 122. DROUGHT PREPAREDNESS PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior and the Secretary of the Army shall, 
with the concurrence of the Council, jointly 
promulgate guidelines for administering a 
national program to provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to States, Indian tribes, 
local governments, watershed groups, and 
critical service providers for the develop-
ment, maintenance, and implementation of 
drought preparedness plans. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—To build on the experi-
ence and avoid duplication of efforts of Fed-
eral, State, local, tribal, and regional 
drought plans in existence on the date of en-
actment of this Act, the guidelines may rec-
ognize and incorporate those plans. 
SEC. 123. FEDERAL PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, the Sec-
retary of the Interior, the Secretary of the 
Army, and other appropriate Federal agency 
heads shall develop and implement Federal 
drought preparedness plans for agencies 
under the jurisdiction of the appropriate 
Federal agency head. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Federal plans— 
(1) shall be integrated with each other; 
(2) may be included as components of other 

Federal planning requirements; 
(3) shall be integrated with drought pre-

paredness plans of State, tribal, and local 
governments that are affected by Federal 
projects and programs; and 

(4) shall be completed not later than 2 
years after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 124. STATE AND TRIBAL PLANS. 

States and Indian tribes may develop and 
implement State and tribal drought pre-
paredness plans that— 

(1) address monitoring of resource condi-
tions that are related to drought; 

(2) identify areas that are at a high risk for 
drought; 

(3) describes mitigation strategies to ad-
dress and reduce the vulnerability of an area 
to drought; and 

(4) are integrated with State, tribal, and 
local water plans in existence on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 
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